
after "construction" add ■ 



-of FIG. 4 — . 



Page 15, line 15, after "FIG. 4 . " , add ^^Compression in 



the vicinity of the ink supply port is also achieved where the ink 
absorbing member overlies the opening (141) in the tank as shown in 
FIGS. 9 and 10, since arm 12d of ink supply guide 12 is inserted 
through the opening into compressing engagement with the ink 
absorbing member in such a construction (compare FIGS. 2, 4, 9 and 
10). _ 



IN THE CLAIMS ; / 

Cancel claim 1 and substitute the following new claims: 



delivery pj 




2fc. An ink-supply system for a dot matrix printer 
iomprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 

id 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted within said ink-supply tank and compressed in the vicinity 
of said ink-suppuy delivery port. 

Qc£ -2-6^ The ink-supply system of claim ""2-5-, wherein said ink- 
supply tank includes a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port, 
at least a portion of the ink absorbing member being compressingly 
contained in the space between said ink-supply delivery port and 
said wall of said ink tank. ^ 

-2^ '* Tne ink-supply system of claim ,2-6% wherein said wall 
of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 
cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to 



said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply 



compressive 



force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member. 

Cfy^Qf'. The ink-supply system of claim *2-6, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the^ dffao i-rod- 
capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 

4 



inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

97 

yK J 2&'» The ink-supply system of claim -2-8 , and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

The ink-supply system of claim "2-9 1 , wherein said wall 
of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 
cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to 
said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply the ^compressive 
force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member, at least 
a portion of said projections extending from the inner wall surface 
of said cover means. 

1 00 "31-. The ink-supply system of claim wherein said 

projections are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

\oo 

\Q\ "3-S. The ink-supply system of claim "3>i, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

^rS^* 3V3 . The ink-supply system of claim 25, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 



supply tank\ when said ink-supply tank is filled to the ^locired - 
capacity of fcJfelpLnk-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall /stBcface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

34. \ The ink-supply system of claim 33, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing membVer and said wall surface. 

\0S "3*-. The ink-supply system of claim "2-&, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

5 
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J0& 2r€. The ink-supply system of claim .2-8", and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 

absorbing member. 

/ 9V 
IQH-^f* The ink-supply system of claim "2-5, wherein said ink 

absorbing member comprises at least two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink-supply delivery port being made of a porous 
material having a smaller average pore size than the 'porous 
material of the other porous member more remote from said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

l0S> The ink-supply system of claim ^S, wherein the ink 

absorbing member is held in compression in the vicinity of said 
ink-supply delivery port by said ink-supply tank. 



\\ ^onfp'rising : 



delivery/ p< 



mounted with 
defined 




An ink-supply system for 



dot matrix printer, 



an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port; and 
an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
said tank and compressingly contained in the space 
n said wall facing said ink-supply delivery port and 
said ink-supply delivery port. 

£k The ink-supply system of claim "3^, wherein said wall 

of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 
cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to 

a 

said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -tfee^compressive 
force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member. 

absorbing m^m^^r ^carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 

supply tankXjtffcten said ink-supply tank is filled to the.-4e^re* 

>V 

capacity of -^he ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 

6 



The ink-supply system of claim 40, wherein said ink 





wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
t>ing member and said wall surface. 
2\. The ink-supply system of claim 41, and including 
means for' providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. ^ 

CfQ 4-3*t The ink-supply system of claim"*8, wherein said wall 
of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 
cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to 
said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -the^compressive 
force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member, at least 
a portion of said projections extending from the inner wall surface 
of said cover means. 

Aj/. The ink-supply system of claim 41, wherein said 
s are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 



sa id/ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

The ink-supply system of claim "4-4, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

ArG\ The ink-supply system of claim >9, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

a o 

JW. The ink-supply system of claim "^1, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

4 8y. An ink-supply system for a dot matrix printer head 

iprising 

an ink— supply tank ; 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
contained within said ink-supply tank; and 

7 




leans projecting into said ink-supply tank for 
receiving transmitting ink from said ink absorbing member for 

deliver\y/£jar said printer head, said ink absorbing member being 
compressed in the vicinity of said ink receiving and transmitting 
mearis . 

£Jy The ink-supply system of claim Tfr8-, wherein said ink- 

supply tank includes a wall facing said ink receiving and 
transmitting means, said ink absorbing member being compressingly 
contained in the space intermediate said wall and said ink 

receiving and transmitting means. 

,n & 

(qU &Qr. The ink-supply system of claim , wherein said wall 

of said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and transmitting 

means is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 

<X 

assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -tehe- 

A 

compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 
member . 

(o I -53r. The ink-supply system of claim "*9-, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 



capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

too The ink-supply system of claim "54, and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

WT'SS-. The ink-supply system of claim ""5a, wherein said wall 
of said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and transmitting 
means is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 
assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply^bhe- 
compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 



member, at least a portion of said projections extending from the 
inner wall surface of said cover means. / 

(?S The ink-supply system of claim wherein said 

projections are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and transmitting 
means . _ 

(o b The ink-supply system of claim , and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

5j6. The ink-supply system of claim 48, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tankl when said ink-supply tank is filled to the i /^ ea^rod^ 

A 

capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall safrfece having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

57. \ The ink-supply system of claim 56, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

Q'J J&g. The ink-supply system of claim "*8-, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

(o [ 

feZl^S-. The ink-supply system of claim J&I, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

£<f' The ink-supply system of claim JMi , wherein said ink 
absorbing member comprises at least two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink receiving and transmitting means being made of 
a porous material having a smaller average pore size than the 




porous material of the other porous member more remote from said 
ink receiving and transmitting means. 

(&9 j&i". The ink-supply system of claim "frfr, wherein the ink 
absorbing member is held in compression in the vicinity of said ink 
receiving and transmitting means by said ink-supply tank. 

An ink-supply system for a dot matrix printer, 

;6mprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery Jport^; jind. 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous material 
mounted withifo said tank and compressingly contained by the ink- 
supply tank against the ink-supply delivery port. 

Y3 - J 6-3". The ink-supply system of claim "6& , wherein said ink- 
supply tank includes a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port, 
at least a portion of the ink absorbing member being compressingly 
contained in the space between said ink-supply delivery port and 
said wall of said ink tank. 

yy ~GA . The ink-supply system of claim ^9-, wherein said wall 
of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 
cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to 

a 

said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -fcliey^compressive 
force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member. 
^*^^>»* 6^5. The ink-supply system of claim 63, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 



supply tank iwhen said ink-supply tank is filled to the ^ dooirod - 
capacity of tk^^inkr- supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall suffrace having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

66. The ink-supply system of claim 65, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member \and said wall surface. 

10 
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Y^'-frT-. The ink-supply system of claim"&6, wherein said wall 

of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port is a 

cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when assembled to . 

said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply the compressive 

force to effect compression of said ink absorbing member, at least 

a portion of said projections extending from the inner wall surface 

of said cover means. 

ij^j/ ^i^^ Tne ink-supply system of claim 65, wherein said 

^ ^arrojections VjreT formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 

said ink-supplV tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

N 80 
ft I . The ink-supply system of claim "6-8-, and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

1 lo^>- 7ty. The ink-supply system of claim 62, wherein said ink 
Soxbing mei^iber carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply ta/ik\ when said ink-supply tank is filled to the desired 
capacity d^ftHfe ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

& The ink-supply system of claim Te-, and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

The ink-supply system of claim "6-a., and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. _ 

The ink-supply system of claim "t*, and including ink 
impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 
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/(o ~7"4 . The ink-supply sys-kem of claim "©S, wherein said ink 
absorbing member comprises at least: two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink-supply delivery port being made of a porous 
material having a smaller average pore size than the porous 
material of the other porous member more remote from said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

7$. ^ A ( dot matrix printer comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
g>; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing ifie^nif comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 

delivery port; \and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted within said ink-supply tank and compressed in the 
vicinity of saidyink-supply delivery port. 

3$ The dot matrix printer of claim wherein said 

ink-supply tank includes a wall facing said ink-supply delivery 
port, at least a portion of the ink absorbing member being 
compressingly contained in the space between said ink-supply 
delivery port and said wall of said ink tank. ^ 

3^ "T7-. The dot matrix printer of claim ■*?■€, wherein said 
wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 
is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 
assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply the 
compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 
member . ^ 

*-/0 ^-fr. The dot matrix printer of claims, wherein said ink 
absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the desired 

12 




capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 

inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 

said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

.11 ^° 

Hi "^9-. The dot matrix printer of claim "7-S-, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

Y^-S-e. Tne dot matrix printer of claim >9, wherein said 
wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 
is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 
assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply the 
compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 
member, at least a portion of said projections extending from the 
inner wall surface of said cover means. 

HO 

4S "8-i. The dot matrix printer of claim 7-6-, wherein said 
projections are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

^4*8-3-. The dot matrix printer of claim *M, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

t^^* 8p . The dot matrix printer of claim 75, wherein said ink 
bsorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tankj when said ink-supply tank is filled to the desired 
capacity of the/ ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall s,u4rfjace having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

84.1 The dot matrix printer of claim 83, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

L t(p'&S. The dot matrix printer of claim "7-5-, and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
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sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink. 
absorbing member. 

Y3 ^fr^. The dot matrix printer of claim and including 

ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

37 

Lf7 The dot matrix printer of claim >S, wherein said ink 

absorbing member comprises at least two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink-supply delivery port being made of a porous 
material having a smaller average pore size than the porous 
material of the other porous member more remote from said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

The dot matrix printer of claim wherein the ink 

absorbing member is held in compression in the vicinity of said 
ink-supply delivery port by said ink-supply tank. 
ililj^ ^ ' 8 ¥- A dot matrix printer, comprising: 

f 1 printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 

effect printkng; and 

1 an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing/means comprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
deliver^eo^^ and a wall facing said ink-supply delivery port; and 
an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material moulted within said tank and compressingly contained in 
the space def Lned between said wall facing said ink-supply delivery 
port and saic. ink-supply delivery port. 

£\ -9-e*. The dot matrix printer of claim wherein said 

wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 
is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 

a. 

assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -fefee- 



eryVeo^t and 



compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 
member . 

The dot matrix printer of claim 90, wherein said ink 
absorbing mjember carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tan* when said ink-supply tank is filled to the 
capacity of thevirfk- supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall $j/r£ace having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

92 \ The dot matrix printer of claim 91, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

33^3^ The dot matrix printer of claim ~9&-, wherein said 
wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 
is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 

a. 

assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply -the- 
compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 
member, at least a portion of said projections extending from the 
inner wall surface of said cover means. 

^>^S^~ ^H* The dot matrix printer of claim 91, wherein said 
pro j ections 

said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

^5 "The dot matrix printer of claim "9^4 , and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

30 -9-6-. The dot matrix printer of claim ^B-9-, and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

3(9"^. The dot matrix printer of claim *9-4, and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 



formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
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sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

9B. A dot matrix printer comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

an ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing mjbans comprising: 

an ink-supply tank; 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
materi^al^ontained within said ink-supply tank; and 

means projecting into said ink-supply tank for 
and transmitting ink from said ink absorbing member for 
delivery to said printing means, said ink absorbing member being 
compresse 1 in the vicinity of said ink receiving and transmitting 




receiving 



eans 



„ v / 

J7 J^Sf. The dot matrix printer of claim , wherein said 
ink-supply tank includes a wall facing said ink receiving and 
transmitting means, said ink absorbing member being compressingly 
contained in the space intermediate said wall and said ink 
receiving and transmitting means. 

c2 — . 

3 The dot matrix printer of claim , wherein said 

wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and 
transmitting means is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing 
member when assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part 
apply ^ th e compressive force to effect compression of said ink 
absorbing member. 

A 

H A-0-3T. The dot matrix printer of claim wherein said ink 

absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 



supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the^- dooirod 
capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
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inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

w The dot matrix printer of claim -i&±, and including 

means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

{ The dot matrix printer of claim - log- , wherein said 

wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and 

transmitting means is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing 

member when assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part 

apply A "fefee compressive force to effect compression of said ink 
A. 

absorbing member, at least a portion of said projections extending 
from the inner wall surface of said cover means. 

o * 

5 IC frt . The dot matrix printer of claim Or©*, wherein said 
projections are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
said ink-supply tank facing said ink receiving and transmitting 
means . 

y lOS". The dot matrix printer of claim-ie*, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

f Z>- 1&6. The dot matrix printer of claim 98, wherein said ink 
absorbing mepnber carries substantially all of the ink in said ink- 
supply tank I when said ink-supply tank is filled to the^yeks&i^ed^ 
capacity of thev ink- supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall smrfape having projections to provide a space between 
said ink ab^ftrtfing member and said wall surface. 

10"*. The dot matrix printer of claim 106, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

10 -are-8-. The dot matrix printer of claim and including 

ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
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sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. . 

o Jr^g. The dot matrix printer of claim -3r^i, and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. ^ 

// -lie-. The dot matrix printer of claim *9€ , wherein said ink 
absorbing member comprises at least two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink receiving and transmitting means being made of 
a porous material having a smaller average pore size than the 
porous material of the other porous member more remote from said 
ink receiving and transmitting means. j 

/e2--3r3rr. The dot matrix printer of claim wherein the ink 
absorbing member is held in compression in the vicinity of said ink 
receiving and transmitting means by said ink-supply tank. 
l\l2 . A dot matrix printer, comprising: 

printing means for applying ink in a dot matrix to 
effect printing; and 

n ink supply means for delivering ink to said 
printing {me^an^yfeomprising: 

an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 

delivery port; \and 

an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted\ within said tank and compressingly contained by 
the ink-supply tank against the ink-supply delivery port. 

\b - 11 - 3 -. The dot matrix printer of claim 11S -, wherein said 
ink-supply tank includes a wall facing said ink-supply delivery 
port, at least a portion of the ink absorbing member being 
compressingly contained in the space between said ink-supply 
delivery port and said wall of said ink tank. 
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IV jmr. The dot matrix printer of claim -3rar3*, wherein said 
wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 

is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 

OL 

assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply - th e- 

A 

compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 

member . , 

16 

£0 - 3.10 *. The dot matrix printer of claim 113- , wherein said 

ink absorbing member carries substantially all of the ink in said 

ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the ^»lfe4 

A 

capacity of the ink-supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall surface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

^(•Hre". The dot matrix printer of claim -3r3r5, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

ctOX - 117 -. The dot matrix printer of claim 110 , wherein said 
wall of said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port 

is a cover means bearing on said ink absorbing member when 

OL 

assembled to said ink-supply tank to at least in part apply^-fehe- 

compressive force to effect compression of said ink absorbing 

member, said ink-supply tank cover including an inner wall surface 

having projections to provide a space between said ink absorbing 

member and said wall surface, at least a portion of said 

projections extending from the inner wall surface of said cover. 

AO 

JlS ll ' B ♦ The dot matrix printer of claim -4*5*, wherein said 
projections are formed in an inner wall surface of said wall of 
said ink-supply tank facing said ink-supply delivery port. 

^r l ». The dot matrix printer of claim -±irBr, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 



19 



The dot matrix printer of claim 112, wherein said 

Ink absorbii g member carries substantially all of the ink in said 

ink-supply tank when said ink-supply tank is filled to the^ d ^ ^ t rc^ 

A 

capacity of the/ ink- supply tank, said ink-supply tank including an 
inner wall sjurface having projections to provide a space between 
said ink absorbing member and said wall surface. 

12 0\- The dot matrix printer of claim 12 0, and including 
means for providing ambient air to the space between said ink 
absorbing member and said wall surface. 

/£-i2-2-. The dot matrix printer of claim - iQ r 2 , and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

eP^S '12 3- . The dot matrix printer of claim - 119 , and including 
ink impregnated in the ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

/s 

\ c \ -1-2-4 . The dot matrix printer of claim - 112 *, wherein said 
ink absorbing member comprises at least two separate porous members 
disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members which is 
closer to said ink-supply delivery port being made of a porous 
material having a smaller average pore size than the porous 
material of the other porous member more remote from said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

!B. A method for supplying ink to a dot matrix printer 
Imprising: I 

I providing an ink absorbing member formed of a porous 
material I witlhin an ink-supply tank formed with an ink-supply 
delivery po*rtl; 

\ compressing said ink absorbing member in the 
vicinity of said ink-supply delivery port; and 
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i£hd*3wing ink from said ink-supply tank through 
saj s d__jjafc« r supply delivery port. 

10^ The method of claim wherein said compression of 

said ink absorbing member is effected by the securing of a cover 
means which bears on the ink absorbing member and faces said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

C j5^^"'' > 1^27. The method of claim 125, and including a space 
between at ^ej£k£/an inner wall surface of the ink-supply tank and 
the ink ab^pirbing member, and including the further step of 
providing ambient air to said space. 

e method of claim 125, including the further step 
applyytjag' ipK^to said ink-supply tank so that said ink absorbing 
member/ carries substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply 

/fO The method of claim - 125 - , including the further step 

of applying ink to said ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. ^ 

/// JrB-O". The method of claim - 125 - , including the step of 
forming said ink absorbing member of at least two separate porous 
members disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members 
which is closer to said ink-supply delivery port being made of a 
porous material having a smaller average pore size than the porous 
material of the other porous member more remote from said ink- 
supply delivery port. 

//„2--±S*.. The method of claim 125 , wherein the step of 
compressing said ink-absorbing member is by the engagement thereof 
by said ink tank. 

A method for supplying ink for a dot matrix printer 
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providing^a-n inkafisorbing member formed of a porous 
material mounted within iaii^-drnk-supply tank; 

provi<9^£ig^mel£ns projecting into said ink-supply tank 
for receiving and transmitting ink from said ink absorbing member; 

'compressing said ink absorbing member in the 
vicinity of/said ink receiving and transmitting means; and 

withdrawing said ink from said ink-supply tank 
through said ink receiving and transmitting means. 

£2L 2r3r2T. The method of claim *xa-2 , wherein said compression of 
said ink absorbing member is effected by the securing of a cover 
means which bears on the ink absorbing member and faces said ink 
receiving and transmitting means. 

^^3-^?- 3 > ^^ Tne method of claim 132, and including a space 
blb/eei^j^)least an inner wall surface of the ink-supply tank and 
the absorbing member, and including the further step of 

providing ambient air to said space. 
JL ftf fj ^^^ /3,35x^The method of claim 132, including the further step 
of applyAn^irnk to said ink-supply tank so that said ink absorbing 
member/ carries substantially all of the ink in said ink-supply 
tan___ 

S7 

43-6. The method of claim -1-3-2- , including the further step 
of applying ink to said ink absorbing member under a pressure 
sufficiently low to substantially eliminate air bubbles in the ink 
absorbing member. 

5*7 

<£Y *9-¥-. The method of claim tea, including the step of 
forming said ink absorbing member of at least two separate porous 
members disposed as stacked layers, one of said porous members 
which is closer to said ink receiving and transmitting means being 
made of a porous material having a smaller average pore size than 
the porous material of the other porous member more remote from 
said ink receiving and transmitting means. 
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->-> Ip^flT. The method of claim ^1*2, wherein the step of 
compressing said ink-absorbing member is by the engagement thereof 
by said ink tank. 



DISCUSSION 

By this Preliminary Amendment, applicants present claims 
specifically directed to the ink-supply system taught in the 
application as filed, and to dot matrix printers formed therefrom, 
as well as the method of delivering ink to a dot matrix printer. 
The claims are specifically directed to the compression of the ink 
absorbing member in the vicinity of the ink-supply delivery port 
(also referred to in the claims as the ink receiving and 
transmitting means) . This compression serves to provide a 
gradation in pore size with smaller pores in the vicinity of the 
exit to the tank (the above-mentioned port or means) so that the 
ink will tend to gravitate to the exit by increased capillary force 
in the compressed region, leading to efficient and relatively 
complete ink delivery, as taught in the specification. 

By this Preliminary Amendment, applicants also make each 
of the amendments to the specification and drawings approved by the 
Examiner in the issued parent application (07/401,539). These 
amendments were found not to introduce new matter by the Examiner 
in the parent application. By way of background explanation, 
applicants repeat herewith the explanation for several of the 
amendments provided in said issued parent application and furnish 
with this application a Declaration by applicants equivalent to a 
Declaration furnished in the issued parent application and accepted 
by the Examiner. 

In the course of confirming the approval by the 
applicants of the amended claims in the issued parent application, 
it was found that the specification and drawings included an 
erroneous designation of FIGS. 9 and 10 as "prior art". In order 
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to correct this erroneous designation, applicants submit herewith 
their Declaration pointing out how the error arose and confirming 
that, in fact, FIGS. 9 and 10 are not "prior art" under U.S. law. 
Rather, FIGS. 9 and 10 represent earlier versions of applicants' 
development which were neither published, publicly known nor 
commercialized before the filing of the Japanese priority 
applications incorporating these FIGS. The error arose because the 
development claimed in this application was disclosed in a series 
of five Japanese patent applications filed over the period from 
October 13, 1983 to May 22, 1984, the priority of all but the first 
of which is claimed here. The latest of these applications treated 
the drawings of FIGS. 9 and 10 as prior art because similar 
structures were depicted in applicants' earlier or simultaneously 
filed Japanese applications. In view of the change of designation, 
the description of these figures has been moved from the Background 
of the Invention to the body of the specification. Entry of these 
amendments, which presents no new matter, is respectfully 
requested . 

The drawing and specification have also been amended to 
meet an objection to the specification interposed in the issued 
parent application under Section 112 on the ground that there was 
no support for the recited "means for controlling the actuation of 
said wires ..." in a claim presented in the application for the 
issued parent and associated specification teaching. Specifically, 
a schematic "print control" 25 has been added to FIG. 2 and 
appropriate specification references thereto have been added to 
pages 7 and 11. 

The specification has also been amended to insure that 
there is full verbal support for the claims in this case. 
Specifically, in reviewing the claims, it was noted that the term 
"ink supply port" was often used to describe not only the opening 
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41 (FIG. 4) or 141 (FIGS. 9 and 10) through which the arm 12d of 
the ink guide member 12 passes, but also to describe the periphery 
of the groove 12b in said arm 12d when the arm is in position in 
engagement with the ink absorbing member. (See e.g. original 
claims 7-9, 12, 18). A sentence was added to page 8, line 29 to 
insure full support for the claim language (also used in the 
allowed claims of the parent) without adding any new matter. 



application, any questions remain outstanding, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to contact the undersigned counsel for the 
purpose of resolving any outstanding issues, giving the 
receptionist who answers our docket number 9050-930-C. 



If, after consideration of the claims of this divisional 



Respectfully submitted. 




Lawrence Rosenthal 
Registration No. 24, 377 
Attorney for Applicants 
BLUM KAPLAN 

112 0 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036 
(212) 704-0400 
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